
 
 
 

Alabama Methamphetamine Container Storage Program 
 

INTERAGENCY AGREEMENT  
(Revised June 01, 2012)  

 

This Agreement is made this __________ day of ____________, 20___ Between the 
_______________________________________ And the Alabama Department of Public Safety  

(Participating Agency)  
 
 
WHEREAS there is evidence that the rapid growth of methamphetamine use and the associated 

increase in illicit clandestine drug laboratories manufacturing methamphetamine and other types of illicit 
narcotics has developed into a severe problem in the State of Alabama. 

WHEREAS clandestine drug laboratory sites that are responded to by Federal, State of Alabama, and 
local law enforcement officers are often moderately to heavily contaminated with hazardous waste, as 
defined by the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA), 42 U.S.C. § 6901 and all implementing 
regulations, including 40 C.F.R. § 261.31-261.33. This hazardous waste poses serious risks as it can cause 
explosions, chemical fires, and harmful releases into the environment, and serious health and environmental 
effects potentially lasting for decades. Accordingly, there is overwhelming evidence that the production of 
methamphetamine has a substantial and detrimental effect on the health and general welfare of the people of 
the State of Alabama. 

WHEREAS it is understood that when Federal, State, and local law enforcement agencies seize 
clandestine drug laboratories, the agencies and agents themselves legally become "generators" of the seized 
hazardous waste and are responsible for its proper clean-up and disposal under RCRA and Comprehensive 
Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act (CERCLA) , and all implementing regulations. 

WHEREAS the parties to this Agreement have devised a solution to the difficulty and cost of 
managing and disposing of hazardous waste found, seized, and removed from clandestine drug laboratories 
in the State of Alabama. The Participating Agency (and its components, officers, and/or agents), will 
characterize, segregate, package, and transport such hazardous waste from clandestine drug laboratory sites 
to various state-authorized collection stations, which will be located throughout the State of Alabama. The 
Alabama Department of Public Safety will have in place collection stations for temporary storage of 
hazardous waste. The hazardous waste will be stored until such time as DEA's contractors pick-up is 
dispatched to the collection stations to pick-up, remove, and properly dispose of the hazardous waste. The 
collection stations are located on state-administered secure facilities that are staffed by DPS personnel 
twenty-four hours per day, seven days per week. This will allow restricted access to the containers by DPS 
personnel to house the hazardous waste. 

WHEREAS the parties agree that it is to their mutual benefit to cooperate in the waste removal, and 
disposal of hazardous waste(s) found and seized at clandestine drug laboratories and in the investigation and 
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prosecution of cases before the courts of the United States and the courts of the State of Alabama involving 
controlled substances. DPS will provide certain necessary hazardous waste storage services, and the 
Participating Agency is desirous of securing such services. 

NOW, therefore, in consideration of the mutual covenants contained below: 
 
1. The Participating Agency (and its components, officers, and/or agents) certifies that it will, as 
hereinafter specified, perform the activities and duties of a "generator" of all hazardous waste that is 
transported, stored, or disposed off-site from a clandestine drug laboratory, as defined in 40 C.F.R. Parts 
260, et seq. Specifically, the Participating Agency (and its components, officers, and/or agents) will: 

A. Seize, characterize, package, manage, and remove all hazardous waste discovered at or 
associated with investigated clandestine laboratories1 by certified personnel (except for evidence or samples 
that are collected and maintained for investigation purposes and the remediation of residual contamination 
from a clandestine laboratory), or accept hazardous waste seized, characterized, managed, and removed from 
clandestine laboratories by certified and trained personnel of other law enforcement entities. All state and 
local law enforcement personnel responding to these clandestine drug laboratories will treat these items as 
hazardous waste. All items seized and characterized will be packaged in a container appropriate for the type 
of waste and will be marked with the proper hazardous waste identified in the applicable federal and state 
regulations. 

B. Transport such waste to designated collection stations that have been approved by the state for 
temporary storage prior to disposal. Only hazardous waste seized from clandestine drug laboratory sites 
will be stored in the containers. 

C. Store, maintain, and secure only hazardous waste associated with investigated clandestine 
laboratories and managed by certified personnel in state-approved collection stations. Only hazardous waste 
seized from clandestine drug laboratory sites will be stored in the containers. 

D. Submit said hazardous waste by contacting the local container program coordinator or by 
obtaining the container key from the on-duty Police Communications Officer (PCO). The certified 
technician will provide proper identification/credentials to said PCO upon request. The certified technician 
will sign for the key, and return the key upon completion of his/her container submission. Failure to return 
the container key may result in the termination of the certified technician's access to the container or the 
removal of the respective Agency from the Alabama Methamphetamine Container Storage Program 
(AMCSP). 

E. Inventory all hazardous waste seized and ensure that the inventory list of wastes can be cross 
checked against the location, time, case number, and date of seizure. 

F. Ensure that only properly trained and equipped certified technicians deposit hazardous waste 
associated with clandestine laboratories in designated collection stations. Technicians will deposit 
clandestine drug laboratory-related waste only when they have identified, packaged, characterized and 

                                                 
1 A clandestine laboratory is defined as follows: An illicit operation consisting of a sufficient combination of apparatus and 
chemicals that either has been or could be used in the manufacture or synthesis of controlled substances. 
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transported such hazardous waste to the collection station. Only hazardous waste seized from clandestine drug 
laboratory sites will be stored/maintained at the collection station. These technicians at a minimum shall possess 
the following training: 

* 40 hours of Occupational Health and Safety Administration (OSHA) approved Basic Clandestine 

Laboratory Safety Training. The Participating Agency (and its components, officers, 
and/or agents) will accomplish this training initially through qualified vendors and re-certification 
must be accomplished annually through a qualified vendor, provided by another agency with the 
technical expertise in the above listed courses, or through an on-staff trainer that is qualified to 
instruct the applicable courses. Prior to the commencement of any waste removal activity, all personnel 
participating in the program will have completed the necessary training. 

* 16 hours of Container Storage Training provided by certified personnel, pursuant to this Agreement 
(comprised of 8 hours of RCRA training, 4 hours of Department of Transportation Training, and 4 
hours of training in release reporting under CERCLA and the DEA hazardous waste contract.) 

G. The Alabama Department of Public Safety and/or technicians who have reason to believe 
that state or local law enforcement personnel have packaged, transported, or stored clandestine laboratory-
related hazardous waste in violation of applicable Federal, State, or local environmental requirements, will 
immediately report such violations to the appropriate state or federal agency for appropriate action. 

H. Upon seizure of a clandestine laboratory, the  Participating Agency (and its components, 
officers, and/or agents) will be required to record on a DPS Property Receipt a listing of all hazardous waste 
being transported from said clandestine laboratory. When the Participating Agency (and its components, 
officers, and/or agents) submits the hazardous waste to the approved container, the Participating Agency (and 
its components, officers, and/or agents) will submit the DPS Property Receipt, along with an EPIC (El Paso 
Intelligence Center) Form 143, regarding the seizure of the clandestine laboratory, for entry into the National 
Clandestine Laboratory Seizure System (CLSS). It will be the responsibility of the Alabama Department of 
Public Safety's local container program coordinator to submit the EPIC Form 143 to DEA. The local 
container program coordinator will also provide DEA hazardous waste contractors with a copy of the DPS 
Property Receipt. 

2. The Participating Agency (and its components, officers, and/or agents) certifies that the activities 
described in the following paragraphs, A through E, shall be performed: 

A. In compliance with all applicable Environment Protection Agency EPA, Occupational 
Safety and Health Administration (OSHA), and U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) authorizing 
statutes and regulations, as well as State of Alabama and local restrictions; 

B. By personnel who have received all necessary training and equipment under applicable 
Federal, State, and local requirements, including, but not limited to, the training specified in paragraph 1.E 
above; 

C. Solely at the responsibility of their personnel to the extent possible; 
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D. In compliance, where applicable, with requirements and storage quantity and time limits 
for a hazardous waste Conditionally Exempt Small Quantity Generator (CESQG), as defined in EPA's 
regulations at 40 C.F.R. Part 261.5. Whenever hazardous waste is discovered at the site of a clandestine 
laboratory in excess of the CESQG exemption levels, including waste which qualifies as "acutely hazardous 
waste" under RCRA, the aforementioned Agency (and its components), or the respective local program 
coordinator will immediately notify personnel of the local DEA office, who will expeditiously dispatch a 
DEA hazardous waste contractor directly to the clandestine laboratory site to perform all necessary 
hazardous waste clean-up, removal, and disposal activities. Such waste will not be transported to a collection 
station; and 

E. In a way that protects human health and the environment and prevents a public nuisance. 

3. Within sixty (60) business days of the execution of this Agreement, the 
Participating Agency will provide DPS with a list of all certified technicians who have received authorization to 
deposit waste in authorized collection stations (containers) in the State of Alabama. The list will include the name, 
address, and telephone number of the certified technicians, and the date of the authorization. 

4. The duration of this Agreement shall be three years from the date of execution by the final 
signatory below. The terms of this Agreement may be terminated by any party for immediate breach of any terms 
of this agreement and may be terminated by any party on thirty (30) days advance written notice for the 
convenience of that party. 

5. Nothing in this Agreement shall preclude the Participating Agency (and its components, officers, 
and/or agents) from requesting DEA to pick-up, characterize, remove, and dispose of hazardous waste directly at a 
clandestine laboratory site if the site is believed to contain a level of waste in excess of the CESQG exemption 
levels. DEA will make the final determination regarding the need for such clean-up. 

6. In the event that federal funding becomes unavailable for disposal of hazardous waste from the 
containers, this Agreement will be terminated by DPS. 
 

Alabama Department of Public Safety   
  (Participating Agency) 

By: 

 

By: 
(Signature)  (Signature) 

 

  

(Printed Name)  (Printed Name) 

Title:                   Director 

 

Title:           
   

Date:              

 

Date:                
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